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10th Grade 
Honors English



The Turn of the Screw by Henry James
Intended Audience: English 10 Honors 

Summary and educational significance: In The Turn of the Screw, Henry James presents a story 
that seems as factual as the recorded ghost sightings that were a major influence for this novel. 
However, upon further investigation, the reader may begin to wonder about the narrator’s 
reliability. Considering the setting in which the story is told, the narrator’s own confessions, and 
pieces of the unconscious’ affect, the governess can be identified as an unreliable narrator.  
This selection will also introduce students to gothic elements (an atmosphere of mystery and 
suspense, the presence of supernatural figures, events as well as image of woman in distress) that 
they will need to be familiar with for Honors 11 and AP Lit. 

Purpose of teaching the work and how it will be used: 

● Will be used in a mini-unit based on the gothic elements used and created by American 
authors (someone other than Poe!).

● Varied sentence structure, imagery, symbolism, and voice (unreliable narrator)
● Themes explored: Innocence being corrupted by knowledge, the importance of friendly 

relationships, motherhood and protection, and the breakdown of mental sanity.

**Listed on AP College Board approved list
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Structured Literacy
The Twinsburg City School District is 

making a shift from Balanced Literacy to 

Structured Literacy.  
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Balanced Literacy
🍂 Whole and Small Group Instruction

🍂 Guided reading in small groups by instructional level

🍂 “Authentic” Literature

🍂 Strategies taught on Teacher Observation

🍂 Three Cueing System 

🍂 Phonics taught in a mini-lesson or word study.  
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Structured Literacy is 
not just about adding 

Phonics!
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Structured Literacy
🍂 Explicit instruction - clear, direct teaching 

🍂 Systematic - follows a plan, methodical, routine

🍂 Cumulative - each skill is built upon the previous 

skill

🍂 Sequential instruction - begins with basic 

concepts and progresses to more difficult 

concepts and elements, scope and sequence 
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Elements of Structured Literacy
🍂 Phonology

🍂 Sound-Symbol Association

🍂 Syllable Instruction

🍂 Morphology

🍂 Syntax

🍂 Semantics
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Thank

Next Meeting:
January 23, 2023


